
I, 
-. 

TO: 

-

Distribution: 

30 Main Office 32 

APPROVED: 
I . ., I J 

/ l ktL(_,u. � 
M J. c1mny 1 Asst. Commissioner 

v./ .,
f 

1 
I 

ENGINEERING INSTRUCTION 
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

SUBJECT: 
BRIDGE REHABILITATION OR REPLACEMENT SELECTION 
GUIDELINES 
Subject Code: 7. 35-8 

Regions 34 Special 

& Chief En�ineer 

Code: 

Dote: 

89-13

.May 12,

Supersedes: 

1989 

For several years. the Department has struggled with the decision between rehabilitation 
and replacement on bridge projects. Many times this decision was based on intuition 
rather than on documented history. policy, or established procedures. 

Written instructions currently do not exist due to inherent subjectiv�ty of the decision 
and the uniqueness of each bridge and bridge project. However. with expanded program 
emphasis on bridge projects. the Department recognized the need for guidance in this area. 

Consequently, the attached Bridge Rehabilitation or Replacement Selection Guidelines were 
developed. This document provides assistance by identifying the general areas to be 
considered on most bridge projects where this decision is necessary. It also suggests 
ootential directions contingent on the results of these area reviews and acknowledges 

lditional consideration areas c�n and do exist on individual projects. It. therefore. 
,irovides guidance with.out drawing.absolute conclusions. Those conclusions must be reached 
and adequately documented by the user. 
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This document is the first generation of its type in this subject area. As the need to 
revise or expand it surfaces, it will be reissued. Any comments regarding this document 
are welcomed and should be directed to the Structures Division in Albany. 
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