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BACKGROUND 

In 1986 the Department adopted a policy for the containment of sandblasting 
debris generated by paint removal operations on bridge projects requiring 
cleaning and painting. That policy is detailed in Engineering Instruction 
(El) 86-19 and provides for the environmental protection of areas·inhabited 
by p_eople, land devoted to agriculture, and waterways. 

After the adoption of that policy the Department was alerted to the 
possibility that the lead paint chips in sandblasting debris being 
collected might cause the debris to be classified as hazardous waste. 
Material designated as hazardous requires special handling and disposal in 
hazardous landfill disposal sites in accordance with the regulations of the 
Department of Environmental Conservation. Because there are only a limited 
number of hazardous landfill disposal sites, (New York has only two, most 
states have none), the questions·ot available space and of disposal costs 
are critical. To ensure that only paint waste actually identified as 
hazardous is treated as such and to minimize the quantity of hazardous 
waste collected on future projects, the Department h�s instituted the 
following: 

1. A program to store. sample and test paint removal waste to
determine its hazard level and appropriate procedures for its
disposal as hazardous or non-hazardous waste.

2. A new lead free, non-toxic, and environmentally neutral paint
system.

Note: 

14, 1988 

The particulars of .the preceding are outlined in the 
Department 1 s "Lead Base Paint Removal Action Plan", 
Approved July 26, 1988. Copies are available, upon 
request, from the Technical Services Division, Building 7A, New 
York State Office Campus, Albany, NY 12232. 
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