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We are transmitting herewith items 18603.9712 through 18603.9724. These
are the pay items for the 12 inch to 24 inch diameter smooth interior 
corrugated polyethylene pipe (PE). Although larger sizes are available 
from manufacturers, we are still testing and evaluating these sizes 
before allowing them as standards on Department Contracts. If designers 
desire the.larger sizes, please contact the Final Plan Review Bureau at 
(518) 457-4093. 

The designer should consider the following points when considering an
application for PE pipe. 

1. This pipe should be designed using a Manning "n'i value of 0. 013.

2. Maxim11lll height of cover is 15 feet.

3. The minimum cover height is the same as corrugated steel. (12" from
crown to subgrade). 

4. The anticipated service life of PE pipe is 70 years, regardless of
zone. 

5. Although plastic end sections are available, because of the
potential for vandalism, metal end sections should �e used.

6. Partial height headwalls will require a special anchor bolt detail
on the plans. Use the detail given in EI 83-42 but add a 1 5/16" 
washer. Ordinary H�x head nuts can be used. 

7. The density of PE pipe is less than water, therefore when wet 
conditions are expected and dewatering may be a problem, the PE
pipe will float and should not be specified. 

8. The product may be used in both open and closed drains.

9. Due to the flexibility of the pipe, problems with holding line and
grade may require extra care when backfilling the trench. 
Placing backfill material at the midlength point of the pipe 
section just placed will help hold the pipe from moving during
normal backfill operations. 
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