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ecently, FHWA conducted full-scale crash tests on inertial barriers 
filled with bagged sand. These tests were conducted to ascertain the 
acceptability of the use of bagged sand. Some States reputedly have 
used sacked sand to facilitate clean up operations after vehicle impact and 
also to ease the filling operations. Separate tests were conducted with an 
1800-pound car and 4500 pound car, each impacting the inertial barrier 
array at 60 mph. 

The test results from the 4500 pound car's test showed acceptable 
results. However, the test results from the 1800 pound car's test 
indicated unsatisfactory performance when evaluated in accordance with 
NCHRP Report 230 criteria. In addition to the failure to conform with 
the deceleration criteria of NCHRP Report 230, elements of the test vehicle 
and debris from the inertial barrier module array penetrated the passenger 
compartment through the windshield, presenting a hazard to the vehicle 
occupants. 

Therefore we have modified �he construction details of the following 
items: 

15619.680i - TEMPORARY INERTIAL BARRIER MODULE (200 POUNDS) 
15619.6802 - TEMPORARY INERTIAL BARRIER MODULE {400 POUNDS) 
15619.6803 - TEMPORARY INERTIAL BARRIER MODULE (700 POUNDS) 
15619.6804 - TEMPORARY INERTIAL BARRIER MODULE (1400 POUNDS) 
15619.6805 - TEMPORARY INERTIAL BARRIER MODULE (2100 POUNDS) 
15654.6801 - INERTIAL BARRIER MODULE (200 POUNDS) 
15654.6802 - INERTIAL BARRIER MODULE (400 POUNDS) 
15654.6803 - INERTIAL BARRIER MODULE (700 POUNDS) 
15654.6804 - INERTIAL BARRIER MODULE (1400 POUNDS) 
15654.6805 - INERTIAL BARRIER MODULE (2100 POUNDS) 

This modification adds the following as the third sentence of the first 
paragraph of the construction details: "The sand and salt mixture 
shall be placed loose, not in bags or sacks, in the plastic barrels 
(inertial barrier modules)." 

This modification takes effect immediately. 
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