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The Departmetof Environme�tal Conservation has expressed concern for the possible 
adverse environmental effects of our bridge cleaning and· painting projects. Their 
primary concern is for the lead paint chips in the sandblasting debris which could 
present a health hazard if ingested by humans. This subject is discussed in more 
detail in the National Cooperative Highway Research Program Report 265 "Removal 
of !..ead-Based Bddge Paint:s." 

In response to these concerns and in .uccord.Jncc with the NCHRP report, we lwvc 
developed the attached specificac:ions and serialized pay items which are to be 
used on projects in accordance wic:h the following established policy. 

o Environmental Waterway Protection items are to be provided for all
structµres over �ater.

o Environmental Ground Protection items are to be provided for th0s�
structures over areas where people live, work, walk or play. :�is includes
land use areas as residential, recreational, schools, offices and other
work areas. Areas that could generally be considered for exclusion could
be railroad land areas, freeways where human exposure to paint: chips is
minimal and rural areas infrequently occupied by people or livestock.

No doubt there will be contracts where the mix of several structures will require 
either· environmental waterway or ground potection, or both, and some structures 
with none. 

This Instruction takes effect immediately. For those contracts too far progressed 
to include the protection items in the proposal, they may be added by 
order-on-contract. 
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