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Title: SPECIAL SPECIFICATION FOR SUBSURFACE SETTLEMENT GAUGE 

Distribution: Approved: 
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181 Agencies (32) 181 Contractors (39)

□ ( ) Robert L. Sack, P.E. Date 
Deoutv Chief Enqineer (Research) 

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION: 

• This Engineering Instruction (El) is effective beginning with projects submitted for the letting of May 6,
2010.
• Superseded issuance(s): This EI does not supersede any previous issuances.
• The information transmitted by this issuance will reside in the Special Specifications directory of the
Toolbox Server.

PURPOSE: The purpose of this EI is to issue a special specification for a subsurface settlement gauge. 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION: 

• The item for the subsurface settlement gauge is being removed from the Standard Specifications due to
limited use. Item 203 .11 Subsurface Settlement Gages is being removed from the Standard Specifications
by EI 09-024 which is being issued concurrently. A special specification is being created to maintain the
ability to specify the item on future contracts.

• PIN Approval: The subsurface settlement gauge special specification is to be approved on a project-by­
project basis. Designers must send their request for approval to the Design Quality Assurance Bureau
(DQAB} and the Geotechnical Engineering Bureau (GEB) through the Regional Special Specification
Coordinator as per Highway Design Manual (HOM) Chapter 21.

TRANSMITTED MATERIALS: 

Attached are the following revised Metric and US Customary special specifications: 
Metric: 

Item 203.1101--17: Subsurface Settlement Gauge. 
US Customary: 

Item 203.11010017: Subsurface Settlement Gauge. 

BACKGROUND: A subsurface settlement gauge is typically used to monitor settlement during the 
construction of an embankment. The gauge is installed below the existing grade, prior to embankment 
construction, to isolate the settlement in a layer of soft material. 

CONTACT: Questions or comments regarding this issuance should be directed to Randall J. Romer, P.E. 
of the Geotechnical Engineering Bureau at (518) 457-4714, rromer@dot.state.ny.us. Questions or 
comments regarding the technical aspects of the special specification should be directed to John Iori, P.E., 
of the Geotechnical Engineering Bureau at (518) 457-2720, jiori@dot.state.ny.us. 
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