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Supersedes: 

This Engineering Instruction transmits new SECTION 554-MECHANICALLY -STABILIZED 
EARTH SYSTEM. This Section replaces the following special items: 

16203.0106 
16203.0206 
16203. 0306 

16203.290501 
16203.290601 
16203.290701 

16203.290502 
16203.290602 
16203. 290702 

Major differe�ces between SECTION 554 and the items listed above are: 

A, Pay item 554.01 is to be used for any approved system. 
Separate pay items for different systems are no longer 
necessary. 

B. Excavation for earth systems will be paid for in
accordance with the proper excavation item. e.g. 203.01,
203.02, or other appropriate item.

C. Facing unit.s and ear-ch system backfill are included
together under item 554.01.

The eart.� systems presently avai:ablG to the Department are patented designs, 
and the patent licensees require that certain materials critical to the 
installation be purchased exclusively through their companias. Accordingly, 
only approved designer-suppliers are permitted to bid on New York State 
projects. Approval of the various companies is c.he responsibility of t.'l.is 
office since we are rsquired to �pprove their original design submissions, 
and we control the inspection of the precast concrete face panel units. 

Presently there are onl.y two approved designer-suppliers. They are noted 
on the approved list attached to this z.r. Since there are only two, it 
will not be necessary for the designer to justify the use of item 554.01 
on proprietary grounds. This office will keep and update the approved list. 

The decision to designate a mechar.ii=ally stabilized earth system for a 
particular project requires the approval of this office. Approval, in turn, 
is dependent upon: 
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